GIOVANNI    (LEO   x)               309

duced the Reformation. A very little consideration will show
that no single individual, much less one placed in so obscure
a position as Luther, could have produced a convulsion which
shook all Europe from end to end. What Luther did was to
set light to materials which were ready to take fire. And this
"New Learning" was created, nourished, fostered, and en-
dowed chiefly by the Medici. It is strange indeed to note
what energy they devoted, and what wealth they expended,
through a period of eighty years, on that which was to bring
upon the Papacy such dire results. And to do so during the
very time that the Papal throne was occupied by the two
members of this family who in turn sat upon it.

Of the five Popes who have been named, Leo X was the
one against whom mankind had by far the fewest accusations
to bring; it was, however, his fate to take the action which
finally precipitated the crisis. The legacy which Julius II
had left him of building a new St. Peter's caused such a heavy
drain on the resources of the Papacy20 that it became neces-
sary to find some unusual means for raising funds. Accord-
ingly, in 1517 Leo published a bull declaring that the Pope
had the power of granting Indulgences affecting the stale of
souls after death, and that this doctrine was an essential
article of belief. And this was followed by the scandalous
measure of the sale of these Indulgences; thus starting a
traffic in holy things which roused northern Europe to a
pitch of indignation such as even the ciimes of Alexander
VI had failed to call forth. Obviously one who doubted
whether souls were immortal would find no difficulty in de-
claring his power to grant such Indulgences, or in selling
them to any one who would give money for them; and it is
very probable that Leo felt astonished at the uproar Which
his action aroused.

Upon the issue of this bull by the Pope Luther published,
and nailed up on the door of the principal church at Witten-
berg, his celebrated "Theses" against both the sale of In-
dulgences and all the additions which had been made to the